
MINUTES OF THE 319th COUNCIL MEETING OF THE BOROUGH OF CHESTER HEIGHTS, HELD IN 
THE BOROUGH FIRE HOUSE, MONDAY AUGUST 6, 19 3 

PRESENT: John W. deCampi, Edouard N. Houtman, John S. McManus, James E. Miller, 
John G. Moyman, Richard D. Wood, Jr., Mayor John J. Kelly, 
Solicitor John S. J. Brooks 

MINUTES of the July meeting approved as read. 

SECRETARY'S REPORT of interim business July 3 to August 6, 1973. 
July 9 - Executive session, Council and Planning Commission. 

Subject: Density of housing units on the proposed Walnut Hill Development. Of the 
nine members present, three favored 4 units per acre and six favored 5 units per 
acre. By proxy, three absent members were also listed as favoring 5 units. This 
polling is not to be construed as an official action. 

July 26 - Executive session, Council and Planning Commission met with represen- 
tatives of Fidelity Bond & Mortgage Co. Mr. Godorov presented a resume of the 
revisions to our present PRD Ordinance that would be necessary in order to permit 
the development of a Retirement Community. It was felt that an in-depth study of 
the PRD Ordinance is also needed - in order to correct certain minor flaws and 
inconsistencies that appear to exist in the current Ordinance. Further discussion 
of this subject held over for the August meeting. 

July 26 - A Park Lands Committee consisting of Dr. David Wood, Mayor John J. Kelly 
and Robin deCampi was tentatively appointed. This committee will be responsible 
for planning future developments of parks and open space in the Borough. 

July 30 - Received report of proposed regional Open Space Capital program 1973 
through 1978 from the Park Lands Committee. A copy of this report was delivered to 
the Delaware County Planning Commission. 

August 5 - The Secretary was directed to request Benson & Benson to arrange for 
a principal of their organization to attend the August Council meeting to discuss 
construction metters as reported by the new Construction Monitoring Committee. 

CORRESPONDENCE  
1. Correspondence relating to trash dumping on Darlington Road. In one of the 

incidents, Mrs. Dohan determined the identity of the perpetrator and informed him of 
the violation of Ordinance #6. This elicited a response, with an apology and a 
promise that such incidents would not recur. 
ACTION - The Secretary was directed to inform Mrs. Dohan that the Borough had 

recently instituted a regularly scheduled highway clean-alp program to control 
littering and that the Dept. of Environmental Resources Solid Waste Division has 
recently been helpful in the enforcement of gross violations of Ordinance #6. 

2. Letter from DELCORA, acknowledging our letter of intent to participate 
in the DELCORA sewerage feasibility study. 

ACTION - Placed in Borough files. 
3. Letter from DER relative to regulations controlling Erosion and Sedimentation. 

ACTION - Regulations were called to the attention of the Building Inspector and 
are to be filed for reference. 

4. Letter from DER, reporting progress in pin-pointing Old Ivy sewage system 
mal-functions, also requesting information on the status of the Borough sewerage 
feasibility study and Ivy Lane road improvements. 

ACTION - The Secretary was directed to reply. 
5. Proposal of Pennoni Associates, Inc. for sewerage feasibility study in the 

Borough, at a cost of $3800.00. It was indicated that 50% of this cost would be 
available from the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

ACTION - By unanimous vote of Council the proposal was accepted. The Secretary 
was directed to so inform Pennoni Associates and to inform DER and DELCORA that 
the study was being undertaken. 



CORRESPONDENCE continued 
6. Letter from Hudson Realtors requesting information on Zoning requirements 

involved in establishing an Automobile Sales and Service business on the Davis 
property, located at the intersection of Stony Bank Road and Baltimore Pike. 
ACTION - The Secretary was directed to inform Hudson Realtor that a land use of 

the type described would require a Special Exception, which could be granted only 
by the Zoning Hearing Board. 

TREASURER'S REPORT 
General Fund checking account 2,262.62 
General Fund Savings Account 31,352.22 
Revenue Sharing Checking Account 12.74 
Highway Aid checking account 93.15 
Highway Aid Savings Account 8,288.78 

ACTION - approved 

RECEIPTS: 
Revenue Sharing Fund 6525.00 
Transfer taxes $833.00; 3 plumbing permits 4291.50; fines for June $55.00 

3 plumbing registrations 460.00; Rent Borough Bldg. GAB Ceramics 4175.00 

BILLS: Ormsby & Pierce - trenching on Ivy Lane for dye testing 41;475.00 
Phila. Electric Co. street lighting for June $99.00 for July 499.00 
School taxes on Borough building 4286.16; Fire Insurance on same 4148.00 
Advertising for bids improving Ivy Lane 491.00; Printing 100 Fire Codes, 
photocopies & Xerox prints 479.08; John R. Cunningham fee for Zoning hearing 
on Jobson $37.50; Budgeted contribution - Concord Chester Hgts Rec. Corn $300.00 
Budgeted contribution - Community Nurses Association 4200.00; Road cleanup 484.00 
(Albany); Lenni Construction repairing pot holes on Ivy Lane 4100.00 

ACTION - Bills approved for payment. A motion was passed authorizing the 
Treasurer to transfer 4500.00 from Highway Aid Savings to Hwy Aid checking account. 

REVENUE SHARING REPORT: Anticipated Revenue Sharing Funds for the entitlement 
period from July 1, 1973 to June 30, 1974 is q)2,158.00. The Borough is required 
to determine, report on, and publish the planned use of these funds before 
September 1, 1973. 

ACTION - Council unanimously approved payment to the Fire Company of $525.00 
from Revenue Sharing Funds. Also, the Treasurer was authorized to transfer $6.26 
from the General Fund to Revenue Sharing Fund. This represented a bank charge 
for check book used in Revenue Sharing transactions. 

PARK LANDS COMMITTEE: Appointments of Dr. Wood, Ms. deCampi, and John J. Kelly 
were confirmed. Dr. Wood presented a report of areas in the Borough suitable for 
future consideration as Park areas. Copies of this report were distributed to 
Council and the Borough Planning Commission. A copy had been delivered on July 30 
to DCPC. 

BUILDING & PLUMBING INSPECTORS: Determination of fee payment schedule for inspectors. 
ACTION - John S. McManus, the Inspectors and the Secretary are to submit a plan 

at the September meeting. 

NEW CONSTRUCTION MONITORING COMMITTEE: Representatives of Benson & Benson, contractors 
for the Valleybrook Development, attended this meeting. They were informed by the 
Committee that recent inspections had disclosed numerous instances of sub-standard 
workmanship and lack of quality control on the housing units currently under 
construction. 
ACTION - An inspection tour of the site was scheduled for August 7 to be attended 

by committee members, the Building Inspector and representatives of Benson & Benson. 
Necessary corrective measures are to be determined at that time. 



CITIZEN'S_ COMPLAINTS: Mrs. Carl Giesler, a resident of Lenni Road reported that 
an oil pipe line in the area had been exposed by floods and presented a possible 
safety hazard to the Community. 

ACTION - The Secretary was directed to inform the pipeline owner, requesting 
an abatement of this hazard. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

1. Dr. David Wood, president of the Chester Heights Community Association 
formally presented a petition to Council. The petition, signed by 126 residents 
of the Borough, reads as follows: 

"WHEREAS, the Chester Heights Community Association recognizing the 
urgency created by the threat of Community Concepts to the rural area of the 
Borough, engaged the services of Mr. Samuel D. Slade to assist the Chester Heights 
Community Association and the Borough Council in controlling the development of 
the Stamm tract and, 

WHEREAS, the fee for these services amounted to $3,965.00 and, 
WHEREAS, the Chester Heights Community Association has already paid 

0,000.00 of this sum, 
Be it resolved that we, the undersigned, respectfully petition the 

Borough Council to assume the remaining 1,965.00 of this obligation". 

It was the opinion of the Solicitor that, although it was generally recognized that 
said legal services had been utilized by the Borough, and had been of considerable 
value, the Borough had not initially contracted for them, and therefore should not 
assume responsibility for payment. The Solicitor encapsulated his statement as 
follows: "This is an obligation of the Community Association, not an obligation 
of the Borough, and if the Borough pays it, the Borough is a volunteer, and is subject 
to attack - and the parties authorizing it could be subject to surcharge". 
ACTION - After further discussion, it was decided that Council should take no 

action on this petition, and the Secretary was directed to place it in the Borough 
files. 

2. Contribution to the Chester Heights Community Association. 
ACTION - On a motion of John S. McManus, seconded by Edouard N. Houtman, Council 

approved a contribution of $350.00 to the Chester Heights Community Association, 
in recognition of the Association's continuing efforts directed toward the 
betterment of community living. 

3. Report on the Garnet Valley School District Per Capita Tax. 
Mr. Joseph L. Frank, Tax Collector, reported that as of this date, the School 
Board had not resolved the question of exemptions from the Per Capita Tax. 

ACTION - None 

4. Proposed Amendments to the Comprehensive Plan and the PRD Ordinance. 
ACTION - An executive session of Council and the Planning Commission was 

scheduled for August 13 - to give further consideration to the proposed 
Amendments. 

NEW BUSINESS: Ivy Lane Improvements - Five Sealed Bids based on the proposal 
advertised July 20, 27 and August 3 were opened. The bids were as follows: 

Trinity Paving Co. 04,550.00 
Nazz Mariani Co. 22,590.00 
N. F. Verrati, Inc. 16,760.00 

Morello Excavating Co. Inc. 16,315.00 
James J. Skelly, Inc. 15,002.00 



NEW BUSINESS: Ivy Lane Improvements (continued) 

Dr. Vernon Alibert, a resident of Ivy Lane/objected to a contract award at this 
time - contending he had not had the opportunity to study the plans for improvements. 
Mr. Houtman stated that copies of plans had been delivered about two weeks ago to 
the engineers employed by Dr. Alibert, for his inspection. 

ACTION - After discussion, it was decided to withhold awarding the contract until 
August 13 for the sole purpose of allowing sufficient time for Dr. Alibert to 
consult with his engineer and to study the plans. 

The meeting was recessed until August 13, at 7:30 P.M. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 13, 1973  

PRESENT: Entire membership of Council, the Mayor and the Solicitor 
Presiding: Edouard N. Houtman, V.P. 

NEW BUSINESS (continued 

1. Ivy Lane Improvements 
Dr. Vernon Alibert presented two objections to proceeding with the proposed 
improvements: 

First, that contaminated water from mal-functioning sewage systems in 
the area could enter the proposed storm sewer and find its way into the stream 
that crosses his property. 

Secondly, that the road shoulder fronting his property would be 
damaged or disturbed in the process of constructing a storm sewer inlet within 
the bounds of the paved roadway. 

Concerning the first objection, it was explained that the primary function of the 
proposed storm sewer is to conduct clear ground and surface waters from the 
roadbed and shoulders in order to drain and stabilize the roadbed. Further, that 
existing contamination of ground and surface water in the area is a separate and 
distinct problem - one that is currently in process of correction through efforts 
of the Department of Environmental Resources. Also pointed out was the fact 
that a responsibility of DER is to prevent contaminated water from entering any 
stream - whether conducted there by a storm sewer or by natural flow.. 
Concerning the second objection, Dr. and Mrs. Alibert were assured that all of 
the Submitted contracts included the stipulation that road shoulders are to be 
left in their original condition. 
The Aliberts found none of these explanations or assurances acceptable. 
In the opinion of Council, due consideration had been given to the expressed 
objections, and since no one present offered other objections, the presiding 
officer terminated discussion and called for Council's consideration of the 
submitted bids. 

ACTION - On a motion by John W. deCampi, seconded by John G. Moyman, Council 
unanimously approved the acceptance of a bid in the amount of $15,002.00 and award 
of the contract for Ivy Lane improvements to James J. Skelly, Inc. of Media, Pa. 

2. Council unanimously passed a Resolution to spend 0,000.00 from 
Highway Aid Funds, 

3. Council unanimously passed a Resolution to transfer 050.00 of unappro-
priated funds to appropriated funds to cover the contribution to the Chester Heights 
Community Association. 

The meeting was adjourned. 

H. Herbert Breneman, Secretary 
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