
MINUTES OF THE 305th COUNCIL MEETING OF THE BOROUGH OF CHESTER HEIGHTS, HELD IN 
THE BOROUGH FIRE HOUSE, MONDAY JUNE 5, 1972 and THURSDAY JUNE 29, 1972. 

PRESENT: C, Nelson Smitheman, John DeCampi, John G. Moyman, Thomas C. Salusto, 
Raymond W. Shisler, Edouard N. Houtman, Richard D. Wood, Jr., Mayor 
John J. Kelly, Sr. 

MINUTES of the May 1972 meeting were approved as read. 

CORRESPONDENCE  

1. Resignation of John D. Hammond as Plumbing Inspector was presented. 
ACTION - Resignation accepted. Mr. Ernest Pahl, Building Inspector 

agreed to contact Mr. George Ormsby as a candidate for the office. 

2. Resignation of Edwin H. Keller as a member of the Zoning Hearing Board 
was presented. 

ACTION - Resignation accepted. Ms. Margaret K. Willcox appointed to 
fill the unexpired term, which extends to February 3, 1975. The 
Secretary was instructed to notify both individuals. 

3. Wawa Food Markets inquired about the status of their request for changes 
to the Baltimore Pike in the vicinity of their offices. 

ACTION - The Secretary was directed to contact the Dept of Transportation 
and reply to this inquiry. 

4. Dept. of Transportation letter giving official approval of the School 
Warning Devices at St. Thomas School. 

ACTION - Council approved payment for installation costs in the amount 
of $2575.00 to Electric Equipment Repair Co. 
The Treasurer was authorized to transfer $1500.00 from the Highway Aid 

Savings Account to the Highway Aid Checking Account. 
Treasurer was instructed to pay S1545.00 (60%) of total amount from the 

Highway Aid Fund, and $1030.00 (40%) from the General Fund. 
Council adopted a resolution applying for an allocation of County Liquid 

Fuel Tax Funds in the amount of 41030.00 

5. Notice from the Dept. of Transportation that a correction in the population 
of Chester Heights has been received from the Bureau of Census. The 
figure drops from 1277 to 597. The new population figure will be used in 
determining State Fund Allocations for 1973. 

ACTION - None 

6. Letter from Dept. of Environmental Resources relative to amendments to 
regulations of the Pennsylvania Sewage Facilities Act. PL1535 

ACTION - This letter was explained and enlarged upon by Mr. Fred Matz, 
Sewage Facilities Coordinator for the Department. 

RECEIPTS: Transfer Taxes $270.24 - 1970 Taxes $138.70 - 1972 Taxes 4)93.60 
Rent G.A.B. Ceramics $175.00 - Fines $140.00 - Building Permit $6.00 - 
Plumbing Permits 440.50 - Sales of Ordinances $10.40 
Parastudy Hearing Application $100.00 

BILLS: Philadelphia Electric Co. Street Lighting 496.88 - Electric Equipment 
Repair Co. $2575.00 - Advertising 2 Zoning Amendments (Planning Commission) 
$155.00 - Typing 2 Zoning Amendments 03.50 - Revised Typing 2 Zoning 
Amendments $50.00 - Postage 46.60 
ACTION - Council authorized payment of these bills. 



TREASURERS REPORT REPORT 

General Fund Checking Acc't 
General Fund Savings Acc't 

4804.83 
11277.35  

0.6082.18 
312.70 
4144.10 

Highway Aid Checking Acc't 
Highway Aid Savings Acc't 

ACTION  - Approved 

 

4456.80 

MAYOR'S REPORT:  Dumping of trash on the Westlake Plastic Co. land has been stopped. 
The Company placed a chain across the access road and promises to police the area. 
Repairs are in progress on the bridge over the Chester Creek at Wawa. 
As a result of a complaint, the Mayor, accompanied by the Borough Secretary, viewed 
the surface water drainage conditions on the lower section of Ivy Lane. In view of 
the conditions found there, the Mayor recommends prompt Borough action to aid in 
the correction of this situation. 

HIGHWAY COMMITTEE  

1. Mr. Smitheman reported that one of the School Warning Devices was 
obscured by tree branches. 

ACTION  - Turned over to Highway Committee for correction. 

2. Washouts and Potholes (previously reported to Highway Dept) 
ACTION - Highway Committee instructed to contact Highway Dept to expedite repairs. 

3. Signs and parked automobile at Ennis Service Station blocked view of 
oncoming traffic at intersection of Valleybrook Road and US 1. 

ACTION  - Secretary instructed to inform Ennis of this condition and to request 
corrective measures. 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE:  No report 

ZONING HEARING BOARD:  Presented notice of a Public Hearing on the appeal of 
Parastu4y, Inc. - scheduled for June 20, 1972 

BUILDING INSPECTOR:  No Report 

BUILDING COMMITTEE:  No Report 

PLANNING COMMISSION: A Public Hearing on the PRD Ordinance and the Flood Plain 
ordinance Is scneduled for June 28, 1972. Advertising of this hearing will be 
published on June 6 and June 13. 

SEWAGE DISPOSAL 

Mr. Fred Matz, Co-ordinator of the Department of Environmental Resources discussed 
the current responsibilities of Municipalities in the area of sewage disposal. A 
summary of the discussion follows: 

1. Recently amended regulations provide for issuance of on-site disposal systems. 
Regulations should be enforced by a qualified, adequately compensated Plumbing 
Inspector. It was suggested that one enforcement officer covering several 
Municipalities in the area might be the best solution. 
2. It was suggested that Chester Heights conduct a study to determine costs and 
engineering feasibility of implementing the County Sewerage Plan. Costs of such 
a study (2000-0000) are reimbursable up to 50%. Chester Heights could join 
with nearby Municipalities in the area study. 



3. Mr. Matz believes that on-site sewage problems in Chester Heights are caused by 
under-designed systems and poorly drained soils rather than from the high water table 
of the past 6 months. He said that recently ordered corrections in the Ivy Lane area 
would not solve the problem for more than a few years. He contended that Public 
Sewerage is the only permanent solution. 
4. Mrs. Emerson Gatchel stated that the current Ivy Lane sewage disposal problem did 
not exist over the eleven years she has lived on Ivy Lane - until after the flood 
of September 13, 1971. 
5. Mr. Joseph M. Krescanko, a resident of Ivy Lane stated that his problem of water-
logged soil had been solved by pumping ground water from the lowest point of his land 
to a nearby hillside. This indicated to him that underground springs are responsible 
for the failure of the soil to accept sewage. 
Mr. Matz still insisted that current sewage problems were not caused by an unusually 
high water table and commented that the State could not assume responsibility for 
correcting changes in flow, or direction of flow, of underground water. 
6. Mayor Kelly inquired as to the responsibilities of the Borough at this time. 
Mr. Matz replies that under Act 537, the Department can order the Borough to show 
feasibility plans for providing Public Sewerage. Under the Clean Streams Act the 
problem of polluted water entering streams becomes the responsibility of the Munici-
pality, if such problems cannot be solved by the householder, and the Borough could 
be ordered to provide Public Sewerage. 
7. Mr. Smitheman asked whether County, State or Federal funding is available to aid 
in financing Public Sewerage. 
Mr. Matz replied that source and availability of such funding would depend upon 
specific needs, which would be disclosed by a feasibility study. 
8. Mr. Houtman indicated that even without a feasibility study in Chester Heights it 
was obvious from other studies already made in the area that financing would be 
unobtainable because of the limited number of potential users of sewerage. Further, 
that it is unlikely that permits for sanitary sewers would be issued in the absence 
of adequate trunk lines. No trunk lines exist or are in prospect in the near future. 
9. Mr. Matz stated that the Department is now developing policy on "Package Plants" 
and indicated that new regulations require tertiary treatment of sewage. He also 
emphasized two major changes in Regulations: 

(a) Provisions for "holding tanks". If used, the Municipality must adopt an 
Ordinance that guarantees the maintenance of such tanks. 

(b) Issuance of on-site permits must be tied in with planning - particularly 
when new sub-divisions are in prospect. Many requirements can be incorporated into 
existing regulations for sub-divisions. 
10. Mr. Smitheman summed up the discussion by stating that since a health hazard exists 
in the Ivy Lane area, the Borough should take steps to alleviate the surface water-
drainage situation, and should consider the long-range possibilities of Public Sewerage. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: The Mayor investigated removal of topsoil by Leon Mascara from 
the Walnut Hill property on Baltimore Pike. This was apparently in violation of 
Section 409, Zoning Ordinance. 

ACTION - Topsoil may not be removed from the premises "except in connection with 
the construction or alteration of a building on such premises". Inasmuch as this 
incident occurred prior to the issuance of a building permit, the top soil removal 
was illegal at that time. However, a permit for grading and construction was issued 
several days later. Accordingly, no further action was taken by Council. 

NEW BUSINESS: Surface and ground water drainage in the Ivy Lane area. 
ACTION - Council decided to have the Borough Engineer make a site inspection and 

recommend necessary steps for alleviating surface water drainage problems. 
Mr. Houtman will also request a survey of the situation by WM. Branigan 

of the Soil Conservation Service. 
The Solicitor is to inform Mrs. Emerson Gatchel as to the legality of 

draining ground water onto Ivy Lane. 

Meeting recessed until June 29, 1972 at 8:00 P.M. 



THURSDAY, JUNE 29, 1972 

Present: C. Nelson Smitheman, John DeCampi, John Moyman, Raymond W. Shisler, 
Richard D. Wood, Jr. 

NEW BUSINESS: The Flood Plain Ordinance was unanimously adopted by Council. 

Council appointed Dr. David Wood to complete the application forms required 
to make Borough residents eligible for Federal Flood Insurance. 

PLANNING COMMISSION  

Mr. DeCampi stated that due to the completion of the Comprehensive Plan, the 
Flood Plain Ordinance and the PRD Ordinance, the work load of the Commission 
would be considerably reduced. 

According, he moved to reduce the number of members on the Commission from 
nine to seven. 

This motion was seconded and passed by Council. 

The Secretary was directed to express the gratitude of the Borough to the two 
retiring members of the Planning Commission whose terms of office expired on 
May 31, 1972. They are Mrs. David H. W. Dohan and Mr. John J. Kelly, Sr. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: The Secretary was directed to write Dr. & Mrs. Alibert 
for permission to enter upon their premises for the purpose of surveying the 
surface water drainage problems. 

THE MEFITING NOW ADJOURNED. 

H. Herbert Breneman 
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